INTRODUCTION

Curcuma amada
.
The plant is found wild in Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Konkan and on the hills of West Cost of India and Often cultivated in gardens in rotation with vegetable crops (Warrier et al., 1994; Kirtikar & Basu, 1984 Nadkarni et al., 1954 . The rhizomes are bitter, aromatic, cooling, appetizer, carminative, digestive, demulcent, febrifuga, aphrodisiac, diuretic and antipyretic (Warrier et al., 1994) . The paste of drug with the juice of Jasminum grandiflora is applied to skin complaints of children (Nadkarni et al., 1954) . In the present study attempts are made to mevaluate this plant pharmacognostically by studying its macroscopic and microscopical features, histological characters, qualitative physical, chemical and analytical characteristics, etc.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The rhizome of Curcuma amada were collected locally from mature plants during October -January 2001.
The plant material was identified and authenticated. The voucher specimens were deposited in the Herbarium, Department of Botany, University of Calicut for future reference. The collected rhizomes were washed with tap water to remove adhering dust, followed by rinsing with distilled water, shade dried and used for the study.
The macroscopic characters of the rhizome were observed (Wallis, 1985) . Thinnest possible section of the rhizome was taken and treated with 5% KOH to make the section clear. Sections were stained with safranin and mounted.
The microslides were scanned under a compound microscope and the anatomical pages 25 -33 details were drawn with the help of a prism type camera Lucida.
Measurements of the cells/tissues were made with the help of micrometers under a compound microscope (Johansen, 1940) . The characteristics of the drug powder was analysed (Wallis, 1985) after homogenizing the shade dried, flaked rhizomes with the help of a mortar and pestle. The ash values, alcohol soluble and water soluble extractive values of rhizomes were determined as per the Indian pharmacopoeial methods (Kokate, 1994; Anonymous, 1990) . Other extractive values were determined by extracting the plant material successively by Soxhlet extraction apparatus with various solvents in increasing order of polarity (Kokate, 1994; Anonymous, 1990) . The behaviour of the powdered rhizome with different chemical reagents was studied (Siddique et al., 1989 ).
Preliminary phytochemical tests of different extracts were performed by using specific reagents (Trease & Evans, 1983; Harborne,1973) . 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Macroscopic Characters of C. amada Rhizome
Histlogical Studies
The transverse sections of the rhizome of Curcuma amada Linn. (Fig.1) shows the following characters. 
Powder Characteristics pages 25 -33
The powder is light yellow in colour with mango like odour and pungent taste. It show the following characters. 
